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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


O new members of the Alabama Li- 

brary Association, a hearty  wel- 
come! We hope you will enjoy your 
membership and make many warm and 
lasting friends. 


WHY JOIN THE ASSOCIATION? 


Why do we belong to the Association? 
Why did the Alabama library pioneers 
of 1904 decide to organize? The answer 
is simply “an opportunity to participate, 
either actively or reflectively, in a dy- 
namic guild of bookmen who believe in 
the printed word” and its related fields. 
How great the Association becomes, de- 
pends upon its members; how active they 
are, and how wisely they choose their 
leaders. 

In this age of specialization let us not 
lose sight of the unifying factors common 
to all librarians: books and people. These 
common factors also unify librarians and 
laymen. As one librarian has said, “The 
Association is a great shop in which 
many kinds of tools are waiting to be 
used.” There is a task for all who wish 
to work. Hard work is needed in Ala- 
bama in order to realize the vision held 
by the pioneers of 1904, happily uniting 
books and people. 


ASSOCIATION BUSINESS 


The Association is growing up. At the 
Executive Council meeting in Montgom- 
ery on January 6, Council approved 
Mabel Willoughby’s suggestion that the 
appointment of committee chairmen be 
presented for approval at the open meet- 
ing on the evening before the annual 
conference. As incoming president, Miss 
Willoughby is now selecting committee 
chairmen who will begin ‘work at the 
close of the conference in April. This 


plan will save weeks of lost time in com- 


mittee activities. 


Another sign of maturity is the han- 
dling of money. It was in 1949 that Coun- 


cil first voted to budget our income. If 
dues amount to $400, the budget is set 
at this figure, thus keeping the Associa- 
tion solvent. 

It was the opinion of Council that 
available funds should be devoted to 
committee work, section programs and the 
annual conference. It was also recognized 
that the continued interest and devotion 
of members is more important than 
funds. Great things have been accom- 
plished with little money. 

PAYING ITS WAY 

All of us rejoice with the editor, busi- 
ness manager and editorial board in that 
just a little over one year after the first 
issue appeared The Alabama Librarian 
is self-sustaining. The courage and faith 
which created this publication have been 
abundantly rewarded in the high editor- 
ial standards established by our editor, 
Mabel Willoughby, and the _ successful 
salesmanship of Joe Langston, our busi- 
ness manager. No magazine, however, can 
stand alone. It is the business of every 
Alabama librarian to solicit ads. Tell Joe 
about any prospective advertisers, if you 
feel you cannot close the deal. 


SEE YOU IN MONTGOMERY 


In our strife-torn world we desperately 
need to reaffirm our faith. Let us show 
faith in our profession by making the 
conference in Montgomery the best in 
the history of the Association. 


GRETCHEN KNIEF SCHENK 
President 
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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING 


BOOKS AND LIBRARIES IN 
BUILDING PEACE 


§ librarians, we are ambitious for 
ji «% the role of books as essential weap- 
ons in the conflict of ideas which has 
resulted in the present world crisis. If 
we, as collectors and dispensers of ideas 
and information, can throw the spotlight 
on books showing the fruits of our demo- 
cratic process we can help libraries hold 
that high place for which they are in- 
tended. Knowledge and faith are the 
most important weapons in the conflict 
of ideas. In the words of Carl Carmer: 


In a time of national crisis it is more 
important than ever not merely to have 
an informed citizenry, but a really edu- 
cated one. The only way to achieve a 
culture worthy of our philosophy of gov- 
ernment is through books. 


Every librarian in Alabama will want 
to attend the annual conference of the 
Alabama Library Association in Mont- 
gomery on April 12-14. The basic role 
of books and libraries in building the 
peace will be the general theme. The 
Convention chairman, Paul E. Postell, 
and his local committees are busy polish- 
ing front door handles and brushing off 
the welcome mat for all Alabama librar- 
ians. 


SELA PROJECT 


The Executive Board of SELA, at a 
meeting held in Chicago during Midwin- 
ter, approved a joint SELA-TVA project 
for the strengthening of regional re- 
sources. President Louis Shores appointed 
Dr. Lawrence Thompson of Kentucky, 
chairman of a committee to outline spe- 
cific plans for the reproduction of sci- 
entific serials needed for research in re- 
source development. 


THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


Trail blazing is always exciting, but 
bringing into being the official organ of 
the Alabama Library Association has been 
both an exciting and gratifying expe- 
rience. To say it has been time-consuming 
is to put it mildly, but any worthwhile 
undertaking demands time, love and at- 
tention. It is almost with reluctance that 
the editor presents her red pencil to her 
successor. The Alabama Librarian should 
become increasingly useful as a medium 
for exchanging ideas for the development 
of libraries in Alabama. 

The Publications Committee feels pa- 
rental pride in the financial report of AL 
on page 16. Applause is due the busi- 
ness manager in that the bulletin has cost 
the Association less than $150 since the 
last annual meeting in April of 1950. 

The preservation of the “open market 
of ideas which libraries represent as a 
symbol and guarantee of freedom” is the 
responsibility of every librarian in the 
State. Each of us should so want to 
share our special knowledge and expe- 
rience that scarcity of copy would be no 
problem to the editor. 


ORCHIDS TO GRETCHEN! 


The retiring president is due a vote of 
thanks for her willingness to give two 
years of her time and thought to the op- 
eration and affairs of the Association. Un- 
der her leadership strong foundations 
have been laid for future growth. Her 
continued support will be cherished by 
those of us on whom her mantle of re- 
sponsibility falls. 


MABEL E. WILLOUGHBY 
Editor 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND FACULTY STATU3 
OF COLLEGE LIBRARIANS IN TEXAS* 


This statement was unanimously adopted as the policy of the College Library 
Division of the Texas Library Association, April 15, 1950, and endorsed by the 
Executive Board of the Association, November 8, 1950. 


THE COLLEGE LIBRARY IN 
RELATION TO INSTRUCTION 


OR some years the American college, 
F in developing its philosophy of edu- 
cation, has placed increasing emphasis 
upon the library in the instructional 
program. In many journals college admin- 
istrators and librarians have written on 
numerous aspects of the problem of co- 
ordinating the library with curricular in- 
struction. More comprehensive statements 
have been made in B. Lamar Johnson’s 
Vitalizing a College Library (1939) and 
Harvie Branscomb’s Teaching with Books 
(1940). Recently the Southern Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
has dealt with the matter in Higher Edu- 
cation in the South (1947), an official 
publication resulting from three south- 
wide conferences held in 1941, 1942, and 
1946. In all this writing there is almost 
universal agreement that the library is 
an instructional agency second only to 
the classroom. 


FUNCTIONS EXPECTED OF 
COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 


Since the library is now regarded as 
primarily an instructional agency serving 
every department of the college, students 
in nearly all courses turn to the librarians 
for aid in pursuit of their college work. 
Textbooks no longer serve as course 
bibles and classroom instruction is sup- 
plemented and vitalized by the use of 
library materials. Librarians are thus re- 
quired to assume certain organizational 
and_ teaching responsibilities beyond 
those of the classroom teacher, whose 
work is limited to a single field. They 
introduce the beginning student to the 


nature and use of library tools and 
sources and give him his first glin 
of the endless possibilities open to 

in a college library. They aid the m 
advanced student in bibliographical a: 
research projects. They become 
teacher-counselors of all students wi 
grasp the fundamental relationship of 
the library to their intellectual develop- 
ment. 

Librarians also have duties to the class- 
room teachers on the faculty. In coopera- 
tion with these teachers they are expected 
to build an authoritative working col- 
lection of library materials. They are ex- 
pected to be familiar with research pro- 
cedures and to meet the essential needs 
of the faculty members engaged in re- 
search studies. In all matters related to 
faculty-library problems, whether person- 
al or curricular, they are expected to 
give direct aid or advice. 

To fulfill the preceding functions the 
entire library staff must plan and work 
as a unit to provide library services that 
will satisfy the needs of the college com- 
munity. 


PRESENT AMBIGUOUS STATUS 
OF COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 


From the foregoing paragraphs it would 
appear to the uninitiated that librarians 
must hold the most enviable positions on 
the entire college staff. Such is not the 
case. A study of college catalogs shows 
that librarians are variously grouped 
with administrative personnel, with the 
teaching faculty, independently, or are 
not listed at all. This failure to identify 
the librarian as essentially a teacher 
places him in an equivocal position harm- 
ful to both the institution and the library 


*EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is reprinted from the Texas Library Journal, Septem|er, 
1950. “The question is of the utmost importance to a philosophy that would recognize the 
fundamental place of the library in higher education.” 
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Without adequate recognition of 
ibrary’s basic contribution, the in- 
ion cannot fully realize its educa- 
| potentialities. The inevitable ques- 
s whether colleges desire librarians 
: duties will be limited to the rec- 
and routines that are an inescapable 
of library operation, or librarians 
are active teachers of inquiring stu- 
and colleagues of the classroom fac- 


STATUS DESIRED BY 
COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 


ihe problem can be solved only 
through cooperation and understanding 
among college administrators, teachers, 
and librarians. Administrators must ap- 
preciate the full value of librarians and 
must be willing to recognize them as 
more than nominal members of the aca- 
demic faculty. Librarians and classroom 
teachers must accept each other as col- 
leagues engaged in an identical enterprise 
pursued through informal day-to-day con- 
sultation by equals fully respecting each 
other’s ability and concertedly striving to- 
ward the same goal. 


SOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE 
COLLEGE LIBRARY DIVISION OF 
THE TEXAS LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


In accord with the general recognition 
of the essential place of the library in 
the American college curriculum, and the 
statement on the college library by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools in Higher Education in 
the South, the College Library Division 
of the Texas Library Association recom- 
mends the following status for college li- 
brarians in Texas: 


1. Rank: That, dependent upon aca- 
demic training and experience, facul- 
ty status be granted professional li- 
brarians in one of the four ranks of: 


instructor, assistant professor, asso- 
ciate professor, professor, or equiva- 
lent ranks adopted for professional 
librarians, and that the criteria for 
advancement from rank to rank be 


the same as or comparable to those 
applied to the classroom faculty. 
Title: That professional librarians 
be listed with their rank in the col- 
lege catalog and on the faculty ros- 
ter. 

Salary: That professional librarians 
be placed on a salary scale compa- 
rable to that of the classroom faculty, 
with adjustment upward for the ad- 
ditional months of service annually 
required of librarians. 

Faculty rights and privileges: That 
professional librarians have rights 
and privileges equivalent to those of 
classroom teachers in regard to holi- 
day and vacation periods within the 
academic year, inclusion in college 
social affairs, sick leave, group in- 
surance, retirement benefits, attend- 
ance at faculty meetings, service on 
faculty committees, and tenure of 
position. 


IvAN L. SCHULZE, Chairman 
OLGA PETERSON 

LoLa Rivers THOMPSON 
Committee on Administra- 
tive and Faculty Status, 
Waco, Texas 





CONTEST MINDED? 

Have you all the money you can use? 
Oh, you'd like a little more? Well, sit 
down before a nice clean sheet of paper 
with your pen in hand and put down 
your thoughts on the subject of the pow- 
er of books in the lives of men and 
women. Perhaps you have a striking ex- 
ample in your own experience, or you 
know of instances worth recording: Put 
them down! If your statement is good, 
a prize—a $200 prize—awaits you from 
the ALA. 

If you would rather settle for $100, 
write your 2000 words or less on the 
closeness of the librarian to the thinking 
of the citizen. What problems bring him 
to the library for help? 

Do this before the end of May and 
use your prize money to attend ALA. 
(For full details see January and Febru- 
ary ALA Bulletins). 
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THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION LIBRARY 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


By Etim McKinney, Librarian 


HE Public Administration Library 

at the University of Alabama, es- 
tablished in September, 1938, is the first 
of its kind in the South and one of 
few in the nation. 

The primary purpose for establishing 
the Library was to serve the research 
staff of the Bureau of Public Adminis- 
tration. This agency is interested in im- 
proving administrative techniques of gov- 
ernment and publishes valuable materials 
on Alabama state government. Pamphlets 
and periodicals are routed to professors 
according to their interests. 

While the Library’s primary role is 
that of an information agency for a re- 
search staff, many reference questions 
come from citizens, teachers, librarians, 
and associations in other states as well 
as in Alabama. The collection is used 
extensively by both graduate and under- 
graduate students and by local govern- 
ment officials desiring material on Ala- 
bama government. 


The Library was supported by the Bu- 
reau until, in 1947 and 1950, it became 
a branch of the reference department of 
the general library of the University, the 
Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library. However, 
it has retained its quarters with the Bu- 
reau of Public Administration. Since the 
Library had grown in a rather haphazard 
way at the hands of numerous student 
assistants who came and went with little 
regard for what had been done before 
them, a survey was made in 1947 with 
a view to the reorganization of the col- 
lection. Mrs. Lucille L. Keck, librarian 
of a joint reference library that serves 
national public administration agencies 
in Chicago, came to the University on 
the invitation of the director of the Bu- 
reau. After conferences with Dr. W. 
Stanley Hoole, director of University Li- 
braries, and his staff, a policy was drawn 
up for the library and plans were made 
which would make the materials more 


readily available. The most import 
change made was the use of subject he 
ings for fugitive materials, instead of 
old practice of assigning classifica 
numbers. The collection is still in p 
ess of being reclassified. 

With the exception of a few basic pub- 
lications, the Library is a collection of 
fugitive materials pertaining to local and 
state governments; thus, frequent weed- 
ing is necessary. In discarding, the deci- 
sion is based on current needs. Material 
no longer needed by the Bureau is often 
transferred to the main library of the 
University. Current periodicals and 
United States Documents are a valuable 
part of this collection; but because of 
its advantageous location in the main li- 
brary, it is not necessary to maintain a 
complete file of periodicals, documents 
and books in this field. Several of the 
164 subscriptions to periodicals are re- 
ceived by virtue of membership in na- 
tional organizations. Valuable ones are 
bound for the main library collection. 
Exchange agreements with national, 
state and local agencies whose purposes 
are similar provide much worthwhile ma- 
terial. 


Because of the frequency of calls for 
information about Alabama, a separate 
file is maintained on Alabama _ govern- 
ments, state and local. The present plan 
is to relate this Alabama collection to 
other library materials by means of cross 
references in the card catalog. The sys- 
tem of classification and cataloging pre- 
pared by Sophia H. Glidden and revised 
by Sophia H. Glidden and _ Dorothy 
Marchus A Library Classification for Pub- 
lic Administration Materials is used. 


Since its establishment in 1938 the Li- 
brary has grown steadily. At the end of 
1940, there were 4,500 items classified; 
by the end of 1950, the collection con- 
sisted of 21,200 items. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE DIVISION 
HIGHLIGHTS OF 1949-50 


(Condensed from PLSD Library Notes, October, 1950) 


PTEMBER 30, 1950, marked the 
eleventh year of the Public Library 
ce Division. The primary objective 
e Division is the diffusion of infor- 
yn through books and other mate- 
to the greatest number of people 
1e least cost. Its chief goal is the 
provision of adequate free library service 
for the people of Alabama. Although 
proyress has been made, the goal has 
not yet been achieved; it will take pro- 
fessional leadership, citizen interest, and 
increased financial support for some 
years to realize good library service for 
the State. The work of the Division has 
been divided into three broad categories: 
aid to libraries for the improvement and 
expansion of services; aid in the estab- 
lishment of libraries in areas not served; 
and lending service to persons living 
where public library service is not avail- 
able. 

New developments during the year in- 
clude the establishment in Camden of 
a town library which was opened in May. 
The service has been well received and 
the cry is for more books. In May and 
June, respectively, the County Courts of 
Commissioners in Lee and ‘Tallapoosa 
Counties voted to consolidate their coun- 
ty programs and increased their appro- 
priations to provide for a regional li- 
brary program with a trained librarian 
in charge. A Regional Library Board of 
nine members, five from Lee and four 
from Tallapoosa County, were appointed 
and library service was begun in Novem- 
ber. The headquarters is located in 
Dadeville. The libraries in Dadeville, 
East Tallassee, Opelika and Auburn, are 
all expected to join in this program. 

Negro service has been inaugurated in 
Lee, Tallapoosa, and Montgomery Coun- 
ties. Anniston has expanded its Negro 
service and has built a new branch for 
Negroes. An increased book budget has 


improved the service for Negroes in the 
branch already in Anniston and provided 
for the book collection in the new 
branch. The Negro branch of the Mont- 
gomery Carnegie Library has opened a 
station to which the librarian gives one 
day a week. In all areas the Negroes use 
and are appreciative of the service pro- 
vided. 


The Coffee Geneva Regional Library 
has a new bookmobile, bought in accord- 
ance with its agreement with the Public 
Library Service Division. 

During the second week in August the 
sixth institute for untrained librarians 
was held at the University in cooperation 
with the College of Education. Twenty- 
five librarians were present for the pro- 
grams which were presented by members 
of the Division staff, the University staff 
and visiting librarians. 


During the year, 13,134 volumes were 
borrowed by local libraries from the 
PLSD, and 1,444 volumes by individuals 
in twenty-eight counties without free li- 
brary service. This represents an increase 
to those in areas not served by a public 
library. The following are typical of the 
requests made to the Division: require- 
ments for receiving the Carnegie Hero 
Medal, career opportunities for a widowed 
mother of three children, history and 
principles of the Democratic Party, pro- 
gram for a rural church planning a 
memorial service, brick terracing for a 
formal garden, American thought in the 
1850’s, Confederate music, hydroponic 
gardening, rug weaving and Indian relics 
in Alabama. In addition to books sent 
to individuals, bibliographies were sup- 
plied to libraries, women’s clubs, and 
other organizations throughout the State. 
The book collection of the Headquarters 
Library reached 101,620 volumes during 
the year. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 


MAY 21, 1950 


HE Executive Board voted unani- 


mously to accept the following bud- 
get: 


ALA. = 
The Alabama Librarian 
Secretary and Treasurer - 
President’s Expenses 
Legislative Committee 
Scholarship Fund 

District Meetings 
Miscellaneous 


$100.00 
250.00 
100.00 
125.00 
50.00 
100.00 
60.00 
40.00 


$825.00 


The Executive Council approved ten- 
tative plans for the writing of a history 
of the Association. 

Convention headquarters will be the 
Whitley Hotel, Montgomery, Alabama, 
April 12-15, 1951. Make your plans now 
to attend. 


JANUARY 6, 1951 


Mabel Willoughby, president-elect, was 
unanimously elected the Alabama mem- 
ber of the Executive Board of SELA for 
a two-year period. 

The Biracial Membership Committee, 
with: Mrs. B. R. Schowalter as chairman, 
was instructed by Council to hold a 
meeting to which Negroes in positions of 
leadership in the State are to be invited 
for the purpose of finding out whether 
Negro librarians wish membership in the 
Alabama Library Association. This meet- 
ing is to be held during the annual con- 
vention in April. 

Paul Postell, chairman of Local Ar- 
rangements for the convention, reported 
that seventeen committees are working to 
make your stay in Montgomery a happy 
occasion. 


Space for exhibitors will be available 


at the annual convention at 
table. 

Council voted $300 for convention ex- 
penses. Bethel Fite is planning an ex- 
cellent program, one that you cannot af- 
ford to miss. 


$15 per 


Gre:chen Schenk suggested that a study 
be made of the budget for the Alabama 
Library Association. 

Council voted that funds for The Ala- 
bama Librarian be kept in a separate 
bank account. The publication is grow- 
ing into big business. The first five is- 
sues cost $1,032.20, and it is commend- 
able that $730 of this was paid through 
ads. If you know anyone who might wish 
to advertise in The Alabama Librarian, 
please get in touch with Joe Langston. 

Get out your pocketbooks—Shirley 
Brother, chairman of Scholarship Loan 
Fund, wants some money to lend to some 
worthy youth to help him through library 
school. 

The Bibliographical Committee, under 
the leadership of Mrs. Adrian Hughes, 
is preparing a Guide to Publications in 
Alabama Libraries Imprinted Up to 1825. 


SyBiIL BAIRD 
Secretary 





Success is impossible without a 
thorough knowledge of the tech 
nique of our business. Nor is it 
enough to know the details of one 
library in its current practice. A¢ 
quaintance with the numberless de 
vices, plans and methods of othe: 
libraries and of former years is 
necessary to prevent constant loss 
of energy in experiments alread 
tried and found wanting. 

—JOHN CoTron DANA 
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ROUNDUP FOR 1950-51— 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 


P] 1NNING COMMITTEE 


HE Planning Committee of the Ala- 
7] bama Library Association is basical- 
ly one of the most important groups 
wi cin the Association. There are sev- 
er:. projects which the Committee might 
uncertake during the coming year. How- 
evcr, it seems to be the consensus among 
libiarians that our efforts should be con- 
centrated on a few definite objectives. It 
is not within the scope of this report to 
set up these objectives, nor to describe 
the ways of implementation. It is within 
the scope of the report, however, to sug- 
gest several possible courses of action to 
the Committee and to the membership. 

In its Progress Report 1939-1949 the 
Alabama Public Library Service Division 
states that Alabama has nineteen coun- 
ties with no public library facilities, and 
that only twenty-five counties give county 
library service. This is not to say that 
great progress has not been made in the 
last ten years. A reading of the Report 
will verify this fact, but the road ahead 
is a long one. The Planning Committee 
might give serious consideration to the 
matter of securing adequate library sup- 
port, service and coverage within the 
State. It is, of course, necessary to assist 
with all possible means the request of 
the Public Library Service Division for 
an adequate budget. At the same time, 
and as a further step, the Planning Com- 
mittee might work closely with the Di- 
vision in releasing regular and detailed 
information concerning state level aims. 
Librarians throughout the State could 
then unite their efforts to achieve some 
of these goals. 

The Planning Committee might wish 
to consider the development of a pro- 
gram of research in the area of public 
library extension and_ school _ libraries. 
Many of the problems concerning coun- 


ty and regional bookmobile service to 
schools, both with and without school li- 
braries, have not been objectively ex- 
plored. Many of the procedures common- 
ly accepted and practiced have never 
been fully tested or evaluated. 

During the current year the  Biblio- 
graphical Committee began work on a 
Guide to Publications in Alabama _ Li- 
braries imprinted up to 1825. This work 
will be continued during the coming 
year. The Planning Committee might in- 
vestigate ways and means of assisting and 
furthering this project, or similar ones 
not yet undertaken. 

The strengthening of national and re- 
gional plans offers another possible ob- 
jective for the Planning Committee. Al- 
though such planning usually falls to 
some governmental unit, our profession- 
al state organization is needed to inter- 
pret the proposed services and plans. 
The achievement of national and region- 
al objectives depends primarily on the 
implementation of state and local plan- 
ning programs. 

The existence of The Alabama Librar- 
ian should mean much to the Planning 
Committee, and for that matter, to all 
committees within the Association. For 
the first time we have a publication de- 
signed for the distribution of important 
news to librarians, and_ especially for 
those matters of particular interest to 
Alabama librarians. 


Jor D. LANGsToN 
Chairman 





Peace cannot be kept by force. It can 
only be achieved by understanding. 
—ALBERT EINSTEIN 
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mtgomil 12-1 


Theme: BUILDING “HE 
BETHEL Fit: Cha 


‘THURSDAY, APRIL 12 
8:00 P.M. 


Open Mecting of Executive Council, Public Library 


FRIDAY, APRIL 13 
8:00-9:45 a.M. 


Committee Breakfasts 
Federal Relations—Chairman, Mrs. Lois R. Green, Director, Public Library Service Divi 
sion, Montgomery. 
Publications—Chairman, Mabel E. Willoughby, Librarian, Howard College, Birmingham 
Recruiting—Chairman, Ethel Sanders, Librarian, Montgomery County Library, Montgomery 
Resolutions—Chairman, Fannie Schmitt, School Libraries Consultant, Department of Edu 


JAN 


gram 





cation, Montgomery. 


Registration. 
Exhibits. 


9:45 a.M.- 12:00 Noon 


First General Session. 
Presiding—Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk, President, Alabama Library Association, Summerdale. 
Introduction of Exhibitors. 


, Building the Peace, Dr. R. M. Havens, Associate Professor of Economics, University of 
Alabama, University. 
Symposium: What Can Librarians Do in the Crisis Facing Us? 
Chairman, Arless Nixon, Librarian, Public Library, Mobile. 
Davis Miller Simpson, Director, Birmingham-Southern College Library, Birmingham. 
Nell Brannen, Post Librarian, Camp Rucker, Ozark. 
Frances Moak, Librarian, State Teachers College, Livingston. 
Mildred LeMai Smith, Librarian, Vigor High School, Prichard. 


Friends of the Library Luncheon 
Presiding 
Introduction of Guests 








a as ......-Mrs. Virginia Sorenson, Author, Auburn 


2:15-3:45 P.M. 


Second General Session 
ee ae Florence Kennedy, Librarian, Ramsay High School, Birmingham 
Principles Underlying the Production of Materials_._______ Dr. Paul Irvine, Director, 
Research Interpretation Service, Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn. 


Preview of Films in the Field of International Relations. 


6:30 P.M. 
Barbecue and Square Dance 


SUND 


Executive Coung 


Tot 


15 


Old an 
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GRIANN AL MEETING 
1tgo il 12-1 

IE WAN | BRARIANS HELP? 
Chatogram ‘ommittee 


SATURDAY, APRIL 14 
8:15-9:45 A.M. 


= 


up Breakfasts 
ollege and Special Libraries Section 
Preside Sophia Sullivan, Librarian, State Teachers College, Florence. 


Library Logistics in Ideological Warfare, Dr. Louis Shores, Florida State University, 
President, Southeastern Library Association. 


ichool Libraries Section 





Presigine = Mrs. Ruth Schaeffer, Librarian, Dale County High School, Ozark. bi 
Librarians and Young People Build Peace with Books, Louise Meredith, Supervisor of . 
School Libraries, Nashville. 
Panel Discussion " 
Chairman, Fannie Schmitt, School Libraries Consultant, Department of Education, 
Montgomery. 


Dr. W. L. Davis, State Department of Education, Division of Instruction, Montgomery. 
Louise Meredith, Supervisor of School Libraries 








Nashville ; 
Mrs. Laura Gaines Sprott, Librarian, High School Troy 
Mary Lamb, Classroom Teacher, High School Troy 





Public Libraries and Trustees Section 


Presiding Judge Walter B. Jones, Montgomery 
Making the Public Library a Vital Force in the Community___..... John C. Settelmayer, 
Director, Atlanta Public Library, Atlanta. 





9:45-10:45 A.M. 
Trustees Section 
Free Time for Visiting the Exhibits 
10:45 a.m.-1:00 P.M. 
Third General Session 


Pree Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk, President, Alabama Library Association, 
Summerdale. 


The Responsibility of Librarians in the Field of Atomic Energy 
Chief Librarian, Technical Information Service, 
Washngton, D. C. 


Annual Business Meeting and Election of Officers. 


aieaeesceeen Bernard Fry, 
Atomic Energy Commission, 


2:30 P.M. 
Tours 
5:00 P.M. 
Tea 
7:00 P.M. 
Banquet 
Prene 2 Fant Thornley, Assistant Director and Reference Librarian, Public 
Library, Birmingham. 
Global Strategy on Main Street... Hodding Carter, Editor and Publisher, Delta Times- 


Democrat, Greenville, Mississippi. 


SUNDEL 15 


Coung@™ Old and New 








DISTRICT MEETINGS 


HE purpose of the District Meet- 

ings Committee has been “to look 
and see” whether there is need for addi- 
tional workshops to extend our philos- 
ophy of librarianship, as well as certain 
skills of library work, to the grass roots 
of the profession. If such a need exists, 
what type of work conference would 
most effectively meet this need? 

There are untrained custodians and 
teachers in charge of small collections of 
books in public, school and county li- 
braries who fail to find the answers 
needed in existing types of district meet- 
ings. The stigma of mental snobbery has 
not yet been removed from the library 
profession. In some instances _library- 
minded but untrained personnel do not 
attend the state meetings or professicnal 
workshops; they are not made to feel 
that they “belong,” or else the program 
offered fails to reach down to their basic 
problems. 

There seems to be a real need _ for 
workshops brought to the door of un- 
trained library workers. This program 
might consist of a state-wide series of 
workshops, multiple in number so that 
distance would not be an inconvenience 
to those attending. A series of workshops 
sponsored by the Association would give 
trained librarians an opportunity to share 
with the untrained worker the benefits 
of their academic and professional back- 
ground. Such a program could spread a 
network of in-service training over the 
State. It would increase the information 
of the library worker and make her more 
capable of “selling the library” to her 
community. Theoretically, it would im- 
prove library service in quality and in 
quantity, community interest in libraries 
would be sharpened, and appreciation of 
the public stimulated. Naturally, such a 
program would be developed in coopera- 
tion with such agencies as the State De- 
partment of Education and the Public 
Library Service Division. 

Test conferences in selected areas are 
planned and will be conducted prior to 
the annual meeting of the Association. 
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These workshops will serve as the ba 
for the recommendations of this cor 
mittee to the Association at its annu 
conference in April. 

The programs are designed to vary 
accordance with the expressed needs 
the particular community in which the 
are held. But, in general, the followir 
topics will be covered: 

Work routines 

Mending and repair 

Simple cataloging 

Basic reference materials 

Pamphlet and vertical file materials 

Book selection 

Public relations 

Philosophy of librarianship 

By way of each community, it is po 
sible to teach the entire state what th« 
library as an institution is and what it 
can mean to a community. Any publi: 
relations project can be demonstrated 
any idea can be taught and, by careful 
planning, may become the pebble that 
creates a ripple of ever-widening influ 
ence that ultimately engulfs the entire 
state. 


ELIZABETH P. BEAMGUARD 
Chairman 





PUBLIC RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 


Several things are being done by the 
Publicity Committee which may be of in 
terest to members: 

1. Articles have appeared in the local 
Montgomery newspapers concerning the 
meeting of the Executive Council. 

2. Arrangements have been made for 
two radio broadcasts over local radio sta- 
tions concerning the convention. One 
broadcast to precede the meeting, and 
one to be held during the convention. 

3. Articles are in preparation about 
the Alabama Library Association to be 
submitted to the national _ professional 
journals. 

4. Publicity notices are being mailed 
to all members of the Association con- 
cerning the annual convention. 


O. WILLARD HOoLLowAY 
Chairman 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL COMMITTEE 


HE Bibliographical Committee, a 
. new committee of the Alabama Li- 
iry Association, was drafted from mem- 
rs who expressed a preference for such 
rk in a poll conducted during May 
1950 by President Schenk. Commit- 
members include a reference librarian, 
torian, chief librarian, and a cata- 
ser, so that suggestions for a variety 
projects were anticipated. 
[he committee met in Montgomery on 
vember 4, with four members attend- 
»: Mrs. Raymond Estep, Peter Bran- 
m, Joseph Taylor, and Mrs. Adrian 
ughes. Members of the Committee not 
tending the meeting were: Ellen Hil- 
dreth, Mrs. A. Venable Lawson, and Ed- 
win Osburn. Five projects were discussed 
at length, but all of them were rejected. 
Mr. Taylor then made another sugges- 
tion which seemed potentially valuable, 
not only to libraries in Alabama but to 
libraries outside of the State, and which 
might be completed during the current 
year. This project was adopted under 
the tentative title: Guide to the Publica- 
tions in Alabama Libraries Imprinted Up 
to 1825. 

A letter, together with mimeographed 
sheets describing the type of material and 
information desired, has been sent to all 
libraries in the State. Two members of 
the Committee are organizing the work 
on this collection at the Department of 
Archives and History, while the other 
members are supervising the compilation 
of holdings in libraries located in the 
sections nearest them. It is believed that 
much can be accomplished by corres- 
pondence, although visits to libraries are 
also contemplated. 

It is hoped that the project may in- 
spire gifts from private collections, for 
inclusion in the Guide. Librarians are 
asked to approach collectors if this seems 
advisable. 

Mrs. Schenk joins the Committee in 
asking for the cooperation of all li- 
braries. It is hoped that a complete re- 
port of publications imprinted in 1825 


or earlier, and located in Alabama li- 
braries, can be made at the annual meet- 
ing in April. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


FORM OF REPORT: Preferably on 
3”x5” cards; one item to a card; au- 
thority list checked for entry: Union 
list of serials, L. C. catalog, Evans, 
Sabin, Roorbach, Pollard and Red- 
grave, Wing, British Museum,  etc.; 
name of library at the bottom of each 
card. 


MATERIALS TO BE INCLUDED: Ma- 
terials printed in or before 1825; serials 
dated in or before 1825; manuscripts 
written in or before 1825. 


1. Books 

2. Serials 

3. Newspapers 

4. Documents 

5. Pamphlets 

6. Portfolios 

7. Leaflets, broadsides, handbills, etc. 
8. Maps 

9. Manuscripts (including documents, 


diaries, etc.) 


10.. Reprints or copies of any of the 
above (provided that they were made 
in 1825 or earlier) 


MATERIALS TO BE EXCLUDED: 

1. Manuscript letters and other small 
miscellaneous handwritten items. 

2. Such printed materials as stamps, 
loose pictures, calendars, posters, and 
other small miscellaneous printed 
items. 

3. Anything whatsoever printed, re- 
printed, or written later than 1825 
(except that serials will be regarded 
as having been printed at date of 
issue). 

4. Anything the date of which cannot 
be definitely ascertained to be ear- 
lier than 1826. 


Mrs. ApRIAN HUGHES 
Chairman 
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SCHOLARSHIP LOAN 
FUND COMMITTEE 


Slogan: Four More by ’54 


Arm: Four loan scholarships of $500-each 
by 1954 (Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Alabama Library Association) 


TIME: Now. 


Dip You Know? 
The Alabama Library Association 
has only a loan scholarship of $300 
per year, and $150 for the summer 
session. 


How May You He p? (For we know that 
you want to!) 


Make a contribution to this fund. 
By making this contribution you are 
doing three things at once: 


(1) Helping someone to get library 
training, (2) recruiting librarians, 
and (3) saving your money. ALL 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS 
FUND ARE DEDUCTIBLE FROM 
YOUR INCOME TAX. 


Librarians are needed in all fields of 
library work. We must make every pos- 
sible effort to relieve this shortage. 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED. 


SHIRLEY BROTHER 
Chairman 





NEWBERRY-CALDECOTT 
AWARD WINNERS 


Newberry 
Elizabeth Yates, 
Man. 


Amos Fortune, Free 


Caldecott 
Katherine Milhous, The Egg Tree 
The medals for 1950 will be presented 
in July at the 1951 ALA Conference in 
Chicago. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Invitations to join the Alabama lLi- 
brary Association are being extended 
the Membership Committee to all 
brarians in the State who are not me?- 
bers. If you know librarians or interest 
citizens who are not enjoying member- 
ship in the Association, give them a per- 
sonal invitation. Tell them that member- 
ship not only provides affiliation wi 
library-minded friends in the State, but 
also a subscription to The Alabama Li- 
brarian. 

Miss Jessie Griffin resigned the chair- 
manship of the Committee because of ilI- 
ness. 


SHIRLEY BROTHER 
Chairman 








%* LIBRARY BOOKS 
rebound Books 
Publishers Bindings 


Rebind Old Books 


% LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


For immediate service on your or- 
ders for books and supplies, send 
them to: 


STANDARD 
SCHOOL SERVICE 


Our representatives will be glad to 
bring a book exhibit to your school. 


Write for Details 


STANDARD 
SCHOOL SERVICE 


3827 First Ave., North 
Birmingham 6, Ala. 
Phones 9-6196—9-6197 
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GISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


he amendments to the Social Security 
which were passed in 1950 are of 
‘rest to many library employees in 
bama. This legislation extends cover- 
of Old Age and Survivors Insurance 
employees of state, municipal and 

t er local governments who have not 
viously been under any _ retirement 
»m. Alabama has passed an Enabling 
and\work is being done on rules 
local &dministration. 


MILDRED GOODRICH 
Chairman 





SELA MEMBERSHIP 


HAVE YOU PAID 
YOUR DUES TO 
SELA FOR 1951? 


Let’s have 100 members from Alabama 
before the first of April. 


Membership Dues: 
Individual $3 
(If ALA or State Association 
member) $2 
Institution $2 to $5 or more 
(according to library income) 








SELA MEMBERSHIP MEANS 
REGIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
SOLIDARITY! 


Your dues will bring you free: 
Proceedings, 1950 
Directory of Southeastern Libraries 
and Librarians 
SELA News-Letter 
Journal 
Send your dues to: 

Mrs. J. Henley Crosland 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Atlanta, Georgia 





ALA MEMBERSHIPS 


The Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of 
the American Library Association 
is a good time to strengthen Ala- 
bama’s representation in our na- 
tional association. Every librarian, 
library and trustee will want to 
share in the ALA activities of 1951, 
with its challenging theme, “The 
Heritage of the U. S. A. in Time of 
Crisis.” 


The success of the Association’s 
program in-Alabama depends on 
the support of the members. Do 
your part by taking inventory of 
your personal membership, your li- 
brary’s and that of your trustees. 
Renew your membership if you 
have not already done so; reinstate 
your membership if you have 
dropped it. Join now if you have 
never been a member. 


ADELE COHN 
ALA Membership Chairman 











LIBRARIES AND THE 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY 


“The peace and security of the world 
being threatened by despotism and ag- 
gression, the librarians and friends of li- 
braries of the United States, speaking 
through the American Library Associa- 
tion, pledge themselves: 


1. To strengthen and extend the 
services of their libraries to meet the 
needs of national defense and world se- 
curity. 


2. To meet the increasing need for in- 
formation, knowledge and education on 
which the future world depends for peace 
and prosperity.” 


(For complete pledge see ALA Bulle- 
tin February 1951). 
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 


REPORT ON COST OF THE 
ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


Vol. 1, No. 1 (12 pages, 1000 copies) 


Printing, postage, enevelopes —_. $174.60 
Application for second class mail- 


RS ines eee 25.00 
$199.60 

Receipts: 
From advertisers .....$ 79.00 


From Association 129.60 


* * * 
Vol. 1, No. 2 (20 pages, 500 copies) 


Printing and postage ...$191.60 


\ Receipts: 
j From advertisers $131.00 
From Association 60.60 


* * * 


Vol. 1, No. 3 (16 pages, 700 copies) 
" Printing and postage $190.31 


Receipts: 
From advertisers 
From Association 


. $136.00 
54.31 


Vol. 1, No. 4 (16 pages, 700 copies) 


Printing and postage $207.67 
Receipts: 
From advertisers 
From Association 
(Balance from ads 


$229.00 
000.00 
$21.33) 


* * * 


Vol. 2, No. 1 (16 pages, 700 copies) 


Printing and postage... _. $240.00 

' Receipts: 
From advertisers $164.00 
From Association 76.00 





THE ALABAMA LIBRARI 


Vol. 2, No. 2 (20 pages, 700 copies 
(Estimated cost) 


Printing and postage $275 

Receipts: 
From advertisers $212. 
From Association ’ 36. 
(Refund from Post Office -_.. $26. 

- - * 

First Six Issues: 

Expenses $1,304. 

ne 1,304. 
From advertisers 942. 
From Association 335." 


(Refund from Post Office $ 26.4% 


MABEL E. WILLOUGHBY 





Editor 
~ GAYLORD 
CARD 

CATALOG CASES 
* 

BOOK TRUCKS 
* 

MAGAZINE RACK 
* 


DICTIONARY STAND 


and other standard Library Furni- 
ture—now in stock for prompt ship- 
ment. Quarter sawed oak—light 
and dark finish. 


GAYLORD BROS., Ine. 
Library Supplies 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


A CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY 


- 


MEMBER of the LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 


COMPETENT RELIABLE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 
Recognized EXPERTS in Library Binding 
BOOKS — PERIODICALS — LAW BOOKS — THESES 


Write for Prices ‘a Particulars to 


ART GUILD BINDERY, Inc. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 














= SPECIALIZE in LIBRARY BOOKBINDING 
The REPAIRING and RESTORATION of RARE BOOKS 
QUALITY WORK at REASONABLE PRICES 


“LOOSE LEAF BINDERS of EVERY DESCRIPTION” 
See Our New Style Loose Leaf Notebook for Public Schools 


Birmingham Bookbinding Company 


BERTEL P. GILJE 
116 North 23rd ‘Street Phone 7-2238 
BIRMINGHAM 3, ALABAMA 





and equipment of only one quality — the best. Your 
library’s present — and its future — are secure when you 
“gt buy LB equipment. Write or phone for Catalog LB 403. 
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DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, Inc. 


Institutional Department 
Garden City, N. Y. 


AMERICA’S LARGEST PUBLISHER OF LIBRARY BOOKS— 
FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


For (1) Low Prices (2) Excellent Selections (3) Reinforced Bindings 


You can’t duplicate... 
unior Literary Guild 
Young People’s Division 
; all Literary Guild of America 
Doubleday and Garden City Books 


WRITE TODAY FOR GRADED SCHOOL LISTS AND 
CATALOGUES—Order Direct for BETTER SERVICE and 
BETTER DISCOUNTS 
Courtesy of L. SANDSMARK, Representative 




















The LIBRARY Series EXPECT L- 


A new set of 6 black and white 
filmstrips (each 40-45 frames), 
designed by Young America 
Filme to he better study CIRCULATIONS 
habits and _ better learning 
through wiser use of the library | When You Buy 
and its facilities. Each set boxed 


in an attractive YAF File Box “Bound To Stay Bound” 
with free Teacher’s Guide. 


For Upper Elementary Grades —BINDING— 
and Junior-Senior High School 


For English, Library Science, j 
and Study Skills Prebound Library 


PRICE: $16.50 per set of 6 New Books Rebinding 
Individual filmstrips—$3.50 


Order from New Method 
Wilfred Naylor Co. Book Bindery, Inc. 


1907 Fifth Ave., No. 
Birmingham Alabama Jacksonville, Illinois 


MORE 
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Books... and Sewice 
~ from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library service, 
is equipped to serve you well! Our staff is skilled in the handling 


of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage ... and the opportunity to serve you. 


A. GC. McClurg & Go. Ghicag. Tiitincis 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 





\Y4 NEW LOW PRICES 
ON 
Hawkins Life-Time Cello-Buck and Duro-Tuff Library Bindings 
All Books are Singer-Sewn and Bound in Silk-Screen Covers 
For Grades 1 through 4 
Primers Pre-Primers 
Little Golden Book, etc. 
Write for List 


HAWKINS BOOK STORE 


2123 3rd Avenue, North Birmingham, Alabama 
































THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
740 St. Charles Avenue New Orleans 12, La. 


We sell the books of all publishers in original 
publishers biridings and library bindings. 


We specialize in handling complete library orders. 


All orders receive personal attention—prompt 
service. Individual reports sent on “shorts”. 


SEND YOUR NEXT ORDER TO THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
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OFFICERS OF THE 
ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
1950-51 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT—Mrs. Gretchen Knief Schenk : Summerdale 


VICE-PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT-ELEcCT—Mabel E. Willoughby, Librarian, 
Howard College a 5 : Birmingham 


SECRETARY—Sybil Baird, Library Consultant, Jefferson County Schools .... Birmingham 


‘TREASURER—Nellie Glass, Librarian, Montgomery Public Library Montgomery 


Mempers-At-LARGE—Mrs. Elizabeth P. Beamguard, Huntsville Public Library, 1950- 
53; Paul Postell, Air University Library, Maxwell Field, 1949-52; Mrs. J. E. 
Price, Tuscaloosa, 1948-51. 


ALA Councitor—Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, University of Alabama, 1949-1953. 


SELA Executive BoArp MeMBER—Mabel E. Willoughby, Howard College, 1951-53. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Aupitinc—Mrs. James L. Oswald, Air University Library Montgomery 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL—Mrs, Adrian Hughes, Birmingham-Southern College. Birmingham 
BiraciAL—Mrs, B. R. Showalter. : para aea nr Auburn 
ConvENTION—Paul E. Postell, Air Uaiveniey Library... eee Montgomery 
District MEEtTINGS—Mr1s, Elizabeth P. Beamguard, Menuniliie Public 

Library ; aE Ee Huntsville 
FEDERAL RELATIONS—Mrs. Lois R. Green, Public 

Library Service Division , = ae Montgomery 
LecisLativE—Mildred Goodrich, Carnegie Library = ; Anniston 
MEMBERSHIP—Shirley Brother, Public Library Service Division. Montgomery 
NoMINATING—Mary Hamilton, Bessemer High School ; Bessemer 
PLANNING—Joe D. Langston, Jefferson County Free Library... Birmingham 
ProGRAM—Bethel Fite, University of Alabama —__-----. _...University 
PusLic RELATIONS—O. W. Holloway, Air University Library... Montgomery 
Pusiications—Mabel E. Willoughby, Howard College... Birmingham 
ScHOLARSHIP—Annis E. Smith, Snead Junior College... Boaz 
SCHOLARSHIP LOAN FuNp—Shirley Brother, Public Library 

Service Division ‘ Sees Montgomery 
Recruitinc—Ethel Sanders, Montgomery Comey Library : Montgomery 
REsOLuTIONs—Fannie Schmitt, Department of Education Montgomery 








